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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT wj§ fiS 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents *o"^3« 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 ° ^ 3°; 

T*» sag 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the 
references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited 11 on any patent to 
issue therefrom. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
U.S. filing date. No certification or fee is required. The concise relevance of the foreign 
language reference is set forth in the English language abstract. 



Douglas J. Christensen 
Registration No. 35,480 

Customer No. 24113 

Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, P.A. 
4800 IDS Center, 80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 
Telephone: (612)349-3001 

Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. J 6-063 1. 

CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAIL 

"Express Mail" mailing label number EV01 1654539US. Date of Deposit: March 5, 2002. I hereby certify that this paper is 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 on 
the date indicated above and is addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 1 . 

Name of Person Making Deposit Signature 
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FORM PTO-1449 MODIFIED 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

Docket No.: 
2418.45US01 

Application No.: 
Net yet assigned 

APPLICANT: Nobuhiro Minami et al. 
FILING DATE: March 5, 2002 
GROUP ART UNIT: Not yet assigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 


4,469,655 


09/1984 


Kiss 


5,658,511 


08/1997 


Nicolay 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 


11048877 A 


02/1999 


Japan 


OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, 


itle, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 


EXAMINER SIGNATURE 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 


